Prune With Ease

o Correct pruning stimulates flowers, fruit,
and new growth.

o Select appropriate plants for your site to
minimize the need to prune.

e Prune plants
sparingly. A healthy
plant - one that is
native to the area
and growing under
the right conditions
- should not need
pruning, except
when it is not in the right location (where
safety or liability is a concern).

e Pruning and hedge trimming requires
fewer plant debris disposal trips and
reduces the impact on local landfills.

o Properly and regularly prune dead plant
material to reduce the availability of fuel
for wildfires.

Ry /R

Grasscycling

o Proper mowing is required for successful
grasscycling. Cut grass when the surface is
dry, and keep mower blades sharp.

e Follow the "1/3 Rule": mow the lawn often
enough so that no more than 1/3 of the
length of the grass blade is cut in any one
mowing. Frequent mowing will produce
short clippings that will not cover up the
grass surface.

o Grasscycling reduces disposal costs and
saves money while creating a healthier
lawn.

e Grasscycling reduces turf grass fertilizer
and water requirements, which minimize
chemical runoff entering storm drains and
polluting creeks, rivers, and lakes.

Fire Management

e Control the growth of invasive plant
species, such as Pampas Grass, Bermuda
Grass, Ice Plant, Castor Bean, Black Locust,
and Mexican Fan Palm, to minimize fire risk
and protect human communities.

e Land overrun with invasive plants and
weeds is fuel for wildfires. Weeding out
invasives decreases the chance of fire
damage and improves water drainage.

© 1995 Saint Mary's Collegd
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Black Locust |Pampas Grass Ice Plant Castor Bean

DON’T PLANT THESE INVASIVES!

For More Information

Contact the Solana Center
www.solanacenter.org
(760) 436-7986 ext. 222

This information is brought to you
by the County of San Diego
and the Solana Center
for Environmental Innovation.

Solana Center COUNTY OF

SAN DIEGO
4 2 RECYCLING

[T'S IN OUR NATURE

for Environmental Innovation
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